The Idaho Early Literacy Project
Overview
Children who enter school without strong literacy skills are less likely to become proficient readers.
Students who fail to learn to read well by 3rd grade are at risk for long-term remediation needs, special
education referral, higher likelihood of school dropout, and a host of other negative outcomes.
Through research we know what effective reading instruction is and what best practices are to support
the needs of children at greatest risk for poor outcomes. Unfortunately, we also know that there is a
research to practice disconnect. Too few teachers are equipped to meet the instructional needs of their
students and, as a result, too many children fail to become strong readers.
The Idaho Early Literacy Project (IELP) is the bridge between research and practice. Our professional
development team is working in eight school districts across Idaho to build the capacity of PreK to 2nd
grade teachers to implement evidence-based reading instruction.
Impact




Create a system that makes research accessible, understandable and actionable for teachers to
implement
Improve the participating teachers’ reading instructional practice and increase the reading
achievement of the students they teach
Promote systems wide change in early education to ensure that all of Idaho’s children can have
a bright future.
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