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Executive Director's Update
Spring Greetings —
Since the pandemic, the phrase “Covid
related learning loss” has become all too
familiar. It has become an entity of its own,
broadly discussed in educational circles as
unavoidable. At Lee Pesky Learning Center,
we don’t accept learning loss as
unavoidable. We believe that learners, in
concert with their caregivers and teachers,
get to decide who loses and who learns. In
the words of Jimmy Dean, “I can’t change
the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my
sails.”

Tier 1 Spotlight:
Meet Nicole Hodges, MS

Lee Pesky Learning Center has made a
conscious choice to reject the idea of “what
is” as unavoidable (e.g., Covid related
learning loss; poor outcomes for students
with dyslexia; the educational opportunity
gap), and instead champion “what can be.”
This decision provides us the hope and
motivation necessary to directly serve over
200 children and youth and 1,000 teachers
during this school year alone.

As the Early Childhood Education
Director, Nicole Hodges oversees
professional development of early childhood
educators, as well as community outreach.
With over 15 years of experience as a
teacher, behavioral health specialist, and
researcher, she has dedicated her
professional career to helping children
become self-regulated early learners.
Overall, Nicole serves as a conduit between
LPLC knowledge, early childhood
educators, and families in the community.

There is no such thing as unavoidable
learning loss. It is time for all of us to move
beyond “what is” and toward “what can be.”

In partnership,

“As a mom of two 4-year old’s, I hold great
importance in my children feeling safe,
secure, and free to explore while in their
school environment. As a parent or
caregiver, you can set your child up for a
positive educational and/or childcare

Lindy Crawford

Lindy Crawford, PhD
Executive Director
lcrawford@lplearningcenter.org

experience. When you meet your child’s
teacher, list your child’s favorite activities,
describe their personality, and review ways
to help your child calm down. This
discussion will help the teacher understand
your child as an individual.”
Spearheaded by Nicole, one of the many
projects that bolster the family/educator
relationship is Every Child Ready to Learn
(ECRL). The project provides trainings for
early childhood educators,1:1 coaching,
opportunities for self-reflection, and
community outreach in the form of
workshops. For example, the Kindergarten
Readiness Parent Workshop provides
parents an opportunity to learn how to
socially, emotionally, and cognitively prepare
for their child’s transition into kindergarten.

Recommended Reads

“As a mother, I understand the feelings of
excitement and anxiety that this transition
can bring. Remember, you are your child’s
biggest advocate. Instill a sense of
confidence in your child and show your child
how excited you are for this next step for
your family!”
LPLC is incredibly blessed to find such
dedication, experience, and passion in
Nicole. We are excited to see what she
does next!
Join upcoming Kindergarten Readiness
workshops through the Meridian Library
District and the Nampa Public Library.

This spring, we invite you to peruse two
reads recommended by LPLC Staff:
Essentials of
Assessing, Preventing,
and Overcoming
Reading Difficulties by
David A. Kilpatrick.
More information here.

Basic Facts about
Dyslexia and Other
Reading Problems by
Louisa Cook Moats and
Karen E. Dakin.

Early Childhood Education
(ECE) Learning Resources

More information here.

New York City Marathon
Are you a parent or educator in need of
materials to further engage your child or
student? Seeking instructional tools? We
invite you to click on the buttons below to
peruse a plethora of resources.

Click Here for ECE Parent
Resources
We are excited to announce LPLC's 2022
Running for Learning Team! As a charity
partner, LPLC can extend 12 spots to
runners who are interested in joining this
fall's Running for Learning Team. Please
join us in welcoming:

Click Here for ECE
Educator Resources

Catherine Battaglia (New York, NY)
Scott Blum (Malibu, CA)
Lindy Crawford (Boise, ID)
Ricardo Delgado (Hailey, ID)
Robert DiPietro (Brooklyn, NY)
Alex Ferber (New York, NY)
Ron Ferber (Bloomfield Hills, MI)
Courtney Podlucky (Denver, NC)
Margaret Sharpe (Larchmont, NY)
Sabina Stahl (Hailey, ID)
Mark Stern (Los Angeles, CA)
Interested in joining our team? We have
one spot remaining. Receive more
information by clicking the button below.

Send Me More Details

Sending Gratitude for Your Support this Spring!
On May 21, 2022 Lee Pesky Learning Center was overwhelmed by our community's
generosity in honor of our 25th anniversary. We celebrated with those able to join us inperson for a lively and informative evening with keynote speaker Dr. Michael Faggella-

Luby and special guest speaker Nathan Katsuki. Thanks to the support of donors near
and far, LPLC raised over $150,000 for the individuals, educators, families, and schools
whom we serve. Education is the greatest gift--thank you for your steadfast support!
Special thanks to Jane McCann Photography for capturing photos of the evening and to
Tandem Lens for filming our anniversary video. Click on the buttons below to view.

Click Here to View Photos

Special Thanks to our Event Corporate Sponsors:

Special Thanks to our Event Family Sponsors:
Greg & Lara Alexander
Todd & Melissa Daniels
Peggy Elliott Goldwyn
Tod & Barbara Hamachek
Mike & Judy Holman
Alan & Wendy Pesky
Paul & Peggy Street
Roselyne Chroman Swig
Dr. Philippe Masser & Dr. Kathleen Sutherland

Courtney's Corner: LPLC Lead Counselor
Addresses Stress vs. Anxiety
It may come as no surprise that there is an increase of
people being diagnosed with anxiety disorders over the
last couple of years. We all have felt the stress of the
pandemic and how it has affected our lives, both
indirectly and directly. What you may not know is when
stress becomes anxiety.
It’s important to be aware of our bodies physically and
mentally. Our body gives us lots of information. For
example, we know when we’re hungry, tired, or have to
go to the bathroom. Our body also tells us when we’re mad, sad, scared, or worried. If we feel
that our worries are lingering even after the big work presentation or after the first few weeks at
a new job, this is a sign that we may have symptoms of anxiety.
At LPLC counselors work with students who have symptoms of anxiety related to school,
peers, and athletics. Our work is deeply aided when our students--and their support system—
are able to identify and address these symptoms early on.

The National Institute of Mental Health has a helpful PDF explaining Stress and Anxiety and
when to reach out for help. Click the button below to learn more.

Click Here to Learn More

Alumni Spotlight: Share Your Highlights or Updates

We Love Hearing From our Alumni and Alumni Families!
Click the button below to submit quotes, stories, updates, and pictures to let us know
what adventures you have embarked on and challenges you have tackled since your
time at LPLC!

Submit Your Updates Here

Lee Pesky Learning Center works together with individuals, families,
schools, and communities to understand and overcome obstacles to
learning.

www.lplearningcenter.org
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